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A Model American Consul Four New Books of Verse
late .lohn Lewis Crriflitlis ofTHK tlic American Consul-Gener-

:T Loudon ami formerly American
Consul at Liverpool, did more than any
man of his time in the consul service to
augment amity lietwccn the people of tlic
country from which he went and the peo-

ple of the count ry to which he was sent.
This is not included in the formal official
functions of a eon-u- l. hut it is far more
important than any of the express duties
of his office. Mr. Ililaire P.elloe, a most
competent' critic who is in equal parts
French and English, declared that Mr.
Griffiths was without exaggeration, the
most completely ? ucce.-sf- ul of those who
cstalili-he- d personal relations hetween
Englishmen and Americans sufficiently
strong to hear the strain of their present
association in the world war and its out-

come.
Although .Mr. Griffith was horn in New

York, he received his college education at
the University of Iowa and ultimately he-ca-

a citizen of still another State,
Indiana, at v.lio--capit- he practised law
sifcessfully for many years and held the
office of Supreme Court reporter from
188!) to lS!i:. He was an effective public
speaker ami took unite an active part in
Slate and national politic-- , up to the time
of his appointment to the Consulate at
Liverpool iTi recognition of his services in
the campaign of 1!W4, which resulted in
the election of Mr. Koo-eve-

ll. The re-

mainder of his life wa spent abroad in
the of Ins country.

Mr. (Jriiliths's remarkable success in
promoting Anglo-America- n friendship
was due to hi.i personal kindness and af-

fability and to his tact, versatility and
rhetorical power as a public speaker.
Every reader of Hawthorne knows that
he was once Consul of the 1'nited States
at Liverpool and that in his writings con-

cerning hi- - life there he was not lavish of
admiration for the city as he knew it. Mr.
Griffiths delivered an address on Haw-

thorne before the faculty and students of
the Liverpool Cuivei-stt- and the follow-

ing passage shows the tactful manner in
which he dealt with a difficult subject:

"It is true that Hawthorne was not fond
of Liverpool, but he lived here fifty years
ago, before there was a university or the
foundation hail been laid for a noble
GolhH- - cathedral and liefore there had
been any sinceie effort to make the city
clean and beautiful. If it ii true that he
found then only two congenial families in
Liverpool, he would now find so many
people worth knowing that he would low
toWaffide here. He certainly nothing
moil- - disagreeable about Liverpool and its
people than .Mi's. Trollope and Dickens
and Thackeray said about America, and
as (he conditions which they described
and exaggerated have largely parted
mva. .so that the mo-- t ardent patriot can
recall their cntici-m- s without the --lightest
fcel'iig of in the same catholic
spirit can the people of Liverpool read
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Hawthorne's impressions, knowing that
the city lie described is hut a memory and
has been replaced by one in which art is
fostered and science stimulated arid edu-

cation encouraged; a city which in the
last fifty years has so greatly ennobled
and spirituali7.ed its social and civic life.''

How much better it was thus to speak
frankly of Hawthorne's antipathy rather
than to pass over in silence what was un-

doubtedly in the minds of the audience
and would have rendered them uncom-

fortable if not thus felicitously explained
and excused.

In an address on Abraham Lincoln, de-

livered at Rochdale, the home of John
Bright, Mr. Griffiths told a story of Lin-

coln which we do not remember having
heard before. The parents of a soldier
wlhad been sentenced to death by court-marti- al

called upon the President to in-

tercede in their son's behalf. After he
had heard their story Mr. Lincoln said:
'I will telegraph the commanding gen-

eral to take no further action in the case
until he hears from me." Their immediate
anxiety thus relieved, the father and
mother departed; but presently the father
returned to the l'rc-ide- nt saying that the
boy's life was so precious to the mother
that she begged he would take some af-

firmative action. ''Go back," said Mr.
Lincoln, "and tell Mother that if her son
lives till the General hears from nie again
Methiisaleh will always lie considered a
babe in arms in comparison with him
when he passes from off the earth!"

One of the best addre-sc- s in this little
book is that which Mr. Griffiths deliwred
at Lichfield in Septemlier. WW, on assum-

ing the presidency of the Johnson So-

ciety. It shows that the speaker was a
painstaking and thoughtful student of
English literature. He was as happy in
dealing with Dr. Johnson's well known
dislike of the Americans a.-- he had been
previously in discussing Hawthorne's dis-

like of Liverpool. '"How could Johnson,"
he asks, '"help loving the present Amer-

ica! He was fond of admiration, even
susceptible to flattery, and nowhere is he
more generously admit ed than in the land
whose inhabitants he regarded with so
much suspicion and distrust." In the wild-

est flights of imagination the worthy old
moralist could not have foreseen that one
day the leader of those who should cele-

brate his fame in Lichfield would be an
American coming from a part of the
Western Continent that in his time was a
howling wilderness.

Mr. Griffiths died suddenly in London
on May 17, 1014, in the year
of his age. The memoir concludes with
these words of William Wat-on- 's as

to his career: "The man who for-

gets himself in the service of his fellow

men will alwavs be remembered."
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By CONSTANCE MURRAY GREENE
TTELEN PAKRY EDEN has a most

- individual muse, and her new vol-

ume of poctry'ou ami Candlelight, is so

rich in beauty of thought and expn-ssio-

that we wish there were more of it. The

twenty-seve- n verses leave us unsatisfied,

which is doubtless as Mrs. Eden would

wish it. She is artistic in this respect as

in all others, and her verse is so spon-

taneous and graceful a thing that a little
of it goes a long way.

In writing of motherhood, a subject
which overpowers poets so frequently that
we have come to dread its introduction,
she is particularly successful. Nowhere
is she more charming than in her lines to

"Betsey."
"Betsey, 'tis ven like that I sliaH be-W- hen

death shall wreak my life's econ-

omy
Repaid with pains for contemplating thee
Unwisely out of season."

Thus she condemns her own weakness
and thereby enslaves us. When she
her hair and says-- :

"How thick it grows
Over the little golden nock of her!"

and commends,

. . . ' 'gainst the light's full grace.
The little furry outline of her face." "

we too become her worsliippers.
Although the volume contains several

excellent war poems it is the whimsical
note in the poems to Betsey and those to
animals which gives Mrs. Eden's work its
raie and radiant charm. Who can read
the opening lines of An Iifol of the Marlel
Place

"Decorum and the butcher's cat
Are seldom far apart "

without an exjiectant tingle of pleasure
intcn-ifie- d by such delightful verses as

"The butcher's brave cerulean garb
Flutters before his face,

The eleawr dints his little roof
Of furrowed wood; remote, aloof,
He sits superb and panic proof

In his accustomed place.''
No less completely are our hearts cap-

tured by Sir Bat-Ea- r, the Alii'shoti-- e

dog, strangely human in his tastes and
prudent in his ways. Many of u.-- who
have not thought of dogs or almshouses
for years (for there are such people) will
fivl an almo-- t painful tenderness on read-

ing
"And old, old alms persons go by.

Shaking aifd almo-- t dead,
Good night, good night. Sir Bat-Ear-- !'

They say, and pat his head."
How charming in the first place to call

the dog "Sir Bat-Ear- s and then to speak
of hi- - elm-e- n companions a.-- "alms pcr--ons-

Surely then is no gainsaying the
art of one who can write of children and
cats and dogs with such bewildering sweet-

ness ami who c.ui in a line or two soften
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the haul hearts of the multitude toward
"a dozen aged alms persons."

Though in a different and far less orig-

inal win. Florence Nash's June Dusk ami
Other Poems interests us as the work of
an actress of note who is also a fair poet.
Far from Mrs. Eden's method

of leaving us this author has
offered her verses too lavishly. Here as
elsewhere we sc the hand of the amateur.
She Uses the in such words as
different . shudd'ring, with all

the of a novice and she offends

by such lines as: .

"And. place jour mouth adjacent to my

lips."
There is no doubt that Miss Xa.--h has a

poet's heart which she reveals often hap-

pily and always In this re-

spect her poem- - resembje those of Char-

lotte Eaton, who-- e Desire was
la- -t winter. In these, however, we find a
legard for rhyme as as was
Mis-- Eaton's As original ft

verse as may be quoted from this volume
is To n fihitt Man:
"I think it is a -- orr;. thing
We did not die in fact
Who (hen might wander with the dead,
l'ncoiis-iou- s of each act,
Birau-- e the dead haw never talked;
Death's ennui taught them tact."

Alfred Clark, a member of the New
Zealand Force, ha.-- succeeded ill interest-
ing us in .1 I'rratir 1'al rather because
he has done a new thing than for any
gte.it worth which his material can boast.
The "erratic pal" who-- e name is not dis-

closed wa- - a!-- o a member of the New
calami Forces and was wounded at

Katia, dying in a hospital a short time
after he received his uoiiud. The poems
which .Mr. Clark has selected cover the
period from his early boyhood until his
death, and he ha- - placed them m the order
in which they were written.

Fur the American Red Cioss. its royal-
ties to lie devoted to hat cause. Edward
Peple, the author of .1 Pair of Sires and
77ie Littlest Itrhrl, has written an
poem, The War ln;j, which with a

by llarn-o- n Fisher, makes a most
little volume. It is very lovely

that a tribute -- hoild he paid to the dogs
who have taken part in the war. This
poem com memo rat-- s the heroic act of one
dog, hut it end- - in a plea for .

of all their faithful work:
"Yet, he only asks, with a pleading paw.

When this madness of Might shall cense,
To hold in your bosom one human law
Remember our dog-- in the days of war.

And our dog- - in the das of Peace."
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